
Section 1: An Act to Amend Petitioning Timelines for Ballot Access 

Section 2: Amendments to Chapter 204B Section 204B.09 Subdivision 1 
 
204B.09 TIME AND PLACE OF FILING AFFIDAVITS AND PETITIONS. 
Subdivision 1.Candidates in state and county general elections. (a) Except as otherwise provided 
by this subdivision, affidavits of candidacy and nominating petitions for county, state, and 
federal offices filled at the state general election shall be filed not more than 84 180 days nor less 
than 70 days before the state primary. The affidavit may be prepared and signed at any time 
between 60 days before the filing period opens and the last day of the filing period. 
(b) Notwithstanding other law to the contrary, the affidavit of candidacy must be signed in the 
presence of a notarial officer or an individual authorized to administer oaths under section 
358.10. 
 
(c) This provision does not apply to candidates for presidential elector nominated by major 
political parties. Major party candidates for presidential elector are certified under section 
208.03. Other candidates for presidential electors may file petitions at least 77 days before the 
general election day pursuant to section 204B.07. Nominating petitions to fill vacancies in 
nominations shall be filed as provided in section 204B.13. No affidavit or petition shall be 
accepted later than 5:00 p.m. on the last day for filing. 
 
(d) Affidavits and petitions for county offices must be filed with the county auditor of that 
county. Affidavits and petitions for federal offices must be filed with the secretary of state. 
Affidavits and petitions for state offices must be filed with the secretary of state or with the 
county auditor of the county in which the candidate maintains residence. 
 
(e) Affidavits other than those filed pursuant to subdivision 1a must be submitted by mail or by 
hand, notwithstanding chapter 325L, or any other law to the contrary and must be received by 
5:00 p.m. on the last day for filing. 
 
Section 3. If any provision of this act is found to be invalid, the remaining provisions shall 
remain in full force and effect. 
 
Section 4. This act shall take effect upon passage.   
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