
 

Section 1: The Fair Ballot Access Act 
 
Section 2: Amendments to Title 35 Chapter 3513 Section 3513.257 
 
Each person desiring to become an independent candidate for an office for which candidates may 
be nominated at a primary election, except persons desiring to become independent joint 
candidates for the offices of governor and lieutenant governor and for the offices of president and 
vice-president of the United States, shall file no later than four p.m. of the day before the day of 
the primary election immediately preceding the general election at which such candidacy is to be 
voted for by the voters, a statement of candidacy and nominating petition as provided in section 
3513.261 of the Revised Code. Persons desiring to become independent joint candidates for the 
offices of governor and lieutenant governor shall file, not later than four p.m. of the day before 
the day of the primary election, one statement of candidacy and one nominating petition for the 
two of them. Persons desiring to become independent joint candidates for the offices of president 
and vice-president of the United States shall file, not later than four p.m. of the ninetieth day 
before the day of the general election at which the president and vice-president are to be elected, 
one statement of candidacy and one nominating petition for the two of them. The prospective 
independent joint candidates' statement of candidacy shall be filed with the nominating petition 
as one instrument. 

The statement of candidacy and separate petition papers of each candidate or pair of joint 
candidates shall be filed at the same time as one instrument. 

The nominating petition shall contain signatures of qualified electors of the district, political 
subdivision, or portion of a political subdivision in which the candidacy is to be voted on in an 
amount to be determined as follows: 

(A) If the candidacy is to be voted on by electors throughout the entire state, the nominating 
petition, including the nominating petition of independent joint candidates for the offices of 
governor and lieutenant governor, shall be signed by no less than five three thousand qualified 
electors, provided that no petition shall be accepted for filing if it purports to contain more than 
fifteen thousand signatures. 

Section 3. If any provision of this act is found to be invalid, the remaining provisions shall 
remain in full force and effect. 

Section 4. This act shall take effect upon passage. 
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